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LIFE OF LIEUTENANT JOHN WILLS. 


IEUTENANT JOHN WILLS, late of the royal navy, 
|, died in the Lord, Oétober 11, 1764. He had been, as 
other young men of his profeflion, gay and diffipated, a lover 
of pleafure more than a lover of God; and very ignorant of 
the truths of the gofpel, till about four years before his death. 
He was a young perfon of good underftanding, fond of books, 
agreeable in his addrefs, and, in his naval capacity, inferior to 
none of his own ftanding for judgment and courage ; infomuch 
that he had a lieutenant’s commiflion when he was juft turned 
of eighteen years of age. Juft before his laft voyage, it pleaf- 
ed God, partly by letters, and partly by converfation with one 
or two minifters of the gofpel, to fet him on thinking more fe- 
rioufly than he had been accuftomed to do: and'it was very 
remarkable, that foon after the fhip failed, whilft a party were 
at cards in the cabin, he, being difengaged, took up a treatife 
on Death ; which was the means of making a ftill deeper and 
more abiding impreffion than before. At length, when the 
fleet arrived at their deftined ftation, tired as he was by that 
time of the frothy difcourfe of his brother officers, he, by the 
greet indulgence of the commodore (afterwards admiral) Sir 
_ Richard Spry, being his near relation, obtained permiffion to 

hire a houfe on fhore ; only he was to dine onboard. Here he 
undertook a large piece of ground to cultivate as a garden, for 
amufement and exercife ; and procured leave for twelve of the 
failors to work in it, who, with his own man-fervant, compofed 
his family. ‘Thefe he called to prayer twice a day, and read 
the Bible to them, which, according to his little degree of fpi- 
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ritual light, he commented upon in the beft manner he was en- 
abled. Whether any real change of heart took place in thefe 
failors or not, I know not; but this was certain, an outward 
reformation was vilible. They that had been drunkards, 
fwearers, and unclean, became fo remarkably decent, regular, 
and exemplary, that the cHaplain ‘told him they were diftin- 
guifhed from all the fhip’s company, by the name of Mr. 
W——s’s.crew., The three years- ftation- being now expired, 
during which time many letters paffed between us of afpiritual 
nature, he returned to England, and {pent the laft year of his 
life with me, under the miniftry of the gofpel, at St. Agnes, 
in his native county. His light now increafed, and accord- 
ing to that light was his condu& ever regulated. Senfible of 
his ignorance in fpiritual things, he prayed for wifdom from 
above ; nor did he pray m- vain, He atked, and it was given ; 
for he had to do with a prayer-hearing and a prayer-anfwering 
God. One inftance hereof may ferve for the whole. On a 
certain evening, foon after his making an open profeflion, hav- 
ing been once paflionately fond of dancing (in which he greatly 
excelled) he ftrove hard with God, in prayer, to fhew him not 
only the unfuitablenefs and inexpediency, but the unlawfulnefs 
and finfulnefs of it, as contrary to the word of God, the alone 
ftandard of the Chriftian’s condu&. The next morning, with- 
out my having known the matter of his prayer the preceding 
night, or any introductory converfation on the fubjeét, the Lord 
no doubt in anfwer to his petition) direéted me to put into his 
hand, The Addrefs to Perfons of Fafbion, relative to Balls, Card Ta» 
bles, &c. This, he told me fome time afterwards, gave him fo 
clear a view of the matter, that he never hada fingle doubt 
more on that head. 
. His fpirituality of converfation, faithfalnefs. in reproving, 
and zeal for the Redeemer’s glory, and the good of fouls, were 
equally confpicuous and eminent ; all proving the real faving 
work of God upon his foul. To his old companions he ever 
fpoke, very: clofely, when they accidentally fell in his way ; and 
to. thofe that were more diftant, he wrote letters on the moft 
important fubject : thus, to one and another, delivering his own 
foul, he defired to be clear from their blood. A retired life 
was now his choice, in the full fenfe of that divine command, 
«Come out from among them,” &c. and his favourite compan- 
ions were thofe, who, though poor in this world, were rich in 
grace. To thefe excellent of the earth he communicated tem- 
poral good things, according to his abilities ; whilft, from tKeir 
longer experience and profitable converfation, he received {pir- 
itual benefit an hundred foldin return. From this time to his 
laft illnefs, he.was unwearied:in his vifits and labours of love 
suse among 
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among the poor, and often held little meetings for prayer and 
exhortation in the remote parts of the extenfive parifh where be 
refided. . An epidemic fever, of a moft malignant kind, now 
‘raging there, did not hinder him from attending the fick; it 
rather kept him, as well as myfelf, in more conltant employ 
than ever... At laf; going on a vifit for a few days toa rela- 
tion at a diftance, he called on a poor family in the-way,.all of 
whomphad been ill.of the fever ; and though fome were on re- 
covery, not one was able tg lend the leaft affiftance to the oth- 
ers. , The anfection was 6 contagious, and their poverty fo 
_great, that it was feldom above once a day a poor neighbour 
could be found: to look in upon them, or to do them the leatt 
‘Kind office. In_this fituation he found them, with one or two 
upon recovery, and able to eat ; but they had not a bit of bread, 
only a handful of meal, in the houfe. It being at a confidera- 
ble diftance from his lodgings, and, the place inconvenient for 
his purchafing immediate fultenance, hearing too of the little 
_mealin the houfe, he fetched fome water from the well, gather- 
ed a few fticks near the door, mixed the meal into acake (fuch 
_as it was), lighted the fire, baked it on the hearth, diitributed 
it amongit thofe who. could eat, talked:to. them all (whilft the 
‘ cake was baking) about the meat that.endureth unto eternal 
‘life, and fo departed, purfuing his journey... But (having, as 
it was fuppofed, imbibed the infedtion). the next day, he was 
‘taken ill, and immediately fet out on his return to his ufual 
abode, but was obliged to ftop fhort at a friend’s houfe; and, 
«after an illnefs of three weeks, he was taken to his eternal home. 
During this time, I do not remember he ever clofed_ his.cyes ; 
but, though very often delirious, was ever talking of the things 


of God. How did.heJong to fee. the.dear people of God, at 
St. Agnes, once more, to take his laft farewel ! and how inde- 
fatigable was he in prefling his friends and -attendants to the 
confideration ‘of the one thing needful. “Even the gentlemen ot 
the faculty, who were called in to his affiftance, did not efcape 
his admonitions or reproofs. ‘The youngelt of them he delight- 
ed to talk to, {pending many hours, from firft to laft, in clofe 
converfation with him about his foul’s concern. Another, 
whom he thought a Pharifee, he plainly warned of his-danger ; 
telling him that, notwith{tanding all his morality, and Wedriet- 
days’ and Fridays’ prayers, if he was not converted, he could 
not enter the kingdom:of God; infomuch that he went away-in 
a rage, and faid, ‘The Methodifts had'turned the young. geh- 
tleman’s brains; it was hey had broughr this diforder. upon 
him.’ At another time, when three.of the faculty were prefent, 
he afked the eldeft, “If he had ever read the book-of-Job, andif he 
remembered the hiltory of Elihu, where he reproves Job’s ‘three 
a ; friends ?”? 
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friends?” chap. xxxii. ver. 4—7. The phyfician anfwering in 
the affirmative, he immediately replied, “ Give me leave to 
fuppofe myfelf now in Elihu’s place, and to addrefs you three ; 
though I may fay with him, I am young, and days fhould 


| oon and multitude of years fhould teach wifdom,” &c. He 


en addrefled them moft clofely and faithfully upon the bett 
things : Thus omitting no opportunity that offered, whether in 
ficknefs or health, life or death, for the good of foul." One 
day, being delirious, I propofed prayer, as the beft means to 


'compofe his diftempered mind and body. With this he cheer- 


fully acquiefced ; earneftly joined in the exercife ; and, when 
I concluded, continued it himfelf moft fervently, till he fainted 
away, and fell back on his bed. Soon after he talked to me 
very compofedly about his death, as if it were only a little journey 
he was foon to take : and directed about his worldly concerns, 
when that event fhould take place. He could not bear to fee 
me affected on account of his illnefs, and approaching change ; 
to me moft afflictive, but to himfelf the border of eternal happi- 
nefs. At length the hour of his departure came; he was re- 
leafed, and fell afleep in the embraces of God his Saviour, to 
his eternal gain. Whilft I had to lament the Iofs of a brother, 
an only brother, and him a /piritual brother ; in whom (having 
then no father nor mother, no other brother nor fifter alive) all 
my éarthly comfort at that time centered. But the Lord, who 
removed him to the church triumphant, proved himfelf, at that 
trying feafon, “ The Friend that loveth at all times, and the 
Brother born for adverfity.”—To his grace be all the praife for 
evermore. Amen. 


LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION. 


From PASCAL to FULIA. 


LETTER <XIlill, 


MY DEAR JULIA, a4 : 
T is a matter of great importance in an attempt to maintain 
J through life nearnefs to God in aéts of devotion, that we 
ould be deeply impreffed with the infinite need in which w 
ftand of the fpecial influences of the Holy Spirit. The doétrine 


\of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, as the one incom- 


prehenfible Jehovah, is not only fundamental to the Chriftian 


{cheme, but enters deeply into the whole feries of Chriftian 


practice. Our faith is very imperfect indeed if this a 
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left out of it. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft are 

brought into view throughout the Seriptures, as performing 
diftin& acts, and efficacioufly co-operating in bringing to -pafs 
the work of redemption. Yet it is exprefsly declared that they 
are one, The Arians and Socinians reject this do¢trine. They 
view the Holy Ghoft as only a figurative perfon, i.¢. as ftand- 
ing for that virtuous temper which the Gofpel produces in all 
who embrace it. But from this fecondary fort of Deifm, may 
you and I, my dear friend, be far and forever removed, To 
turn the fundamental doétrines of the Bible into figures, is in- 
deed the readieft way to get rid of them, but the lofs we fuftain 
is incalculable. Of thofe holy defires after God, which you 
now feel, and of which you know, that by nature you are not 
the fubjeét, there muft be fome efficient caufe. To afcribe 
them to moral fuafion, and means, or fome unknown, indefcrib- 
able felf-determining power in man, as the Arminians do, is to 
go abreaft of reafon and Scripture. . They muft have a caufe 
out of yourfelf. .The Scriptures inform us clearly what this 
caufe is. It is the efficient operation of the divine Spirit. “ It 
is the Spirit that quickeneth. All this worketh that one, ‘and 
the felfsame Spirit.” Every lovely feature in the charaéter of 
the Chriftian, we are affured,*is produced by the Spirit. For 
“ the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gen- 
tlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance.” All thofe pi- 
ous defires which conftitute prayer are exprefsly afcribed to the 
Spirit. ‘ Likewife the Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmities; for 
we know not what we fhould pray for as we ought; but the 
Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.”? I cannot doubt, my dear Julia, but that 
you feel very deeply your abfolute need of the influence of this 
blefled Agent. Let not this feeling wear away. There is no 
danger of its leading You into enthufiafm, if it be very ftrong. 
This influence we fhould be moft careful not to refift. We 
fhould cherifh it. We fhould pray for it with an impofttunity 
that knows not how to be denied. And you know we have 
particular encouragement to do fo, in thofe comforting words 
of our Saviour; “If ye then, being evil, give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more fhall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that afk him ?”’ This bleffed agent is 
rightly ftyled the Comforter. How comforting indeed are his 
atings on the foul! How comforting are thofe promifes he has 
infpired, and thofe hopes, thofe difcoveries, and that peace in 
God which he imparts! That your heart may be enriched 
abundantly with the graces of this Good Spirit is my chief dee 
fire in your behalf. 


My dear Sifter, adien. 


LETTER 
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THE queftion, you put in your laft, my dear Julia, “ What 
is it to pray in faith?” is a very important one in the fub- 
jet of ‘prayer.. In this interefting point the prayers of many 
real Chriftians are undoubtedly very deficient. _Some appear to 
have no confiftent ideas on'the fubjeé. I fhall employ this 
letter in elucidating the point. in the beft manner that I can. 


“The Scriptures in many places make faith an indifpenfable re- 


quifite in’ acceptable prayer... Not only is it declared in general, 
that “ without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God,”’ but faith is 
made, by an exprefs application, the great qualifying principle 
in prayer, Our Lord fays, “ Whatfoever things, ye delire 


‘when’ ye pray, Zelieve that ye receive them, and ye fhall have 
them.” Says the apoftle James, ** If any of you lack wifdom, 


let him afk of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not, and it fhall: be ‘given him. But lethim afk in /aith, 
nothing wavering ; for he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
fea, driven of the wind, and toffed ; let nor that man think that 
he fhall receive any thing of the Lord.”° And fays the beloved 
difciple, “ And this is the’ confidence that wé have in him, that 
if weafk any thing according to his will he heareth us. And 
if we know that he heareth us, whatfoever we afk, we know that 
we have the petitions we defired of him.” This faith, which is 
made fo fundamental in the duty of prayer, involves an intelligent 
atid firm belief of the being, the attributes, the government and 
providence of God. For “he who cometh to him muft believe 
that he is, and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently feek 
him.” Without a belief in God, in his univerfal préfence, his 
knowledge of our needs, and of our requefts, his -ability to do 
for us what we afk of him, and his goodnefs difpofing him to at- 
tend’ gracioufly to our petitions, prayer would be the Bier ab- 
furdity. It involves alfo qa reliance of the heart upon him as that 
all perfeé&t Being who can, and who alone can fiftain and blefs us. 
Hence we find the feclirigs of pious minds fo frequently expref- 
fed in the Scriptures under the notion of truf. The bite ds 
‘of this kind are fo numerous, and mutt occur fo readily to your 
recolleétion, ‘that to quote any of them would be wholly fuper- 
fluous.. "This faith involves alfo a belief of the truth of. the 
Scriptures, ‘of “the declarations and promifés they exhibit, ‘an 
‘exclufive dependence, oti Chrift'as the only medium of aceepta- 
ble accefs'to the mercy feat, and upon the aids of the Holy Spir- 
it as the exciting principle of prayer, according’ to the ftate- 
ment 'f have already made on thefe fubje&s.. “But befides He 
general faith, the paflages above quoted plainly fuggeR 'to“us, 
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that fuccefsful ‘prayer arifes from a belief ,which is yet ‘more 
confidential and. appropriate. We are to be confident that our 
prayer dhall be aniwered ; that we fhall receive the bleflings we 
afk for. St. John exprefles this matter in terms of great afur- 
ance. ** And this is the confidence that we have in him, that 
if we afk any thing according to his will he heareth us. And if 
we énow that he heareth us, what/oever we alk, we know that we 
have the petitions we defired of him.” Such a confidence 
naturally refults from juft apprehenfions of God, and a firm 
faith in the declarations of his word. It is but treating his_in- 
finite ability, veracity and goodnefs according to their nature. 
{t is but to trult his, promises with that reliance which, is due 
tothem. ‘To doubt, muft imply that we do not defire thofe 
things, which are plealing to him, or have no eftablithed _reli- 
ance upon his word. But here let us be cautious that we do 
not mittake,. If our defires are not: thofe' of holy love,),if we 
pray for any other fort of good than that which he has autho- 
rized us to feck, our prayers are not. * according ‘to his will.” 
‘they are unwarrantable; and our confidence, if we have any, 
is mere prefumption, They who are fuppofed to pray imthis 
believing manner, are underftood to be friends to God. Their 
defires are underitood to be thofe of dutiful affeétion. | They 
afk for nothing but through a regard to God as their fupreme 
good. ‘They adopt his counfels as their guide. All their peti- 
tons are ultimately, refolved in this, ‘ Not my will, but thine 
be done.” Whatever we know to be contrary to the divine 
will, for that we cannot pray believingly. For we cannot be- 
lieve that God will do.any thing involuntarily ; and we know 
that his voluntary determinations are unalterable. So far as 
we are undetermined in our own minds, after deliberate confid- 
eration, whether fome event refpecting ourfelves or others yet 
tirture, be agreeable to the divine will, we cannot pray refpecting 
this event with a believing reliance that God will bring it to 
pafs. If it be fuch an event as benevolent affection mutt nat- 
urally embrace as a good in itfelf, and we are yet in doubt 
whether it is agreeable to the divine will, then we can only pray 
for it conditionally, i. ¢. refolving our deéfires ultimately mto 
the divine pleaiure. For many things, and generally for thofe 
things which mut bé uppermoft inthe mind)of a Chriltian, we 
have leave to pray abfolutely ; becaufe we have exprefs promiles, 
that if we prayertully defire them, they fhall be given us. An 
abfolute reliance that they will be given us, is but correfpond- 
ent to the promife. Such as, an jintereft in the covenant of 
ace, the pardon of our fins, the fanctifying influence of the 
Holy Spirit, communion with God, preparation for glory, the 
ingathering of the ele&, the advancement of: the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, 














































- — — _ —_ _— ee 
wo 9 o>. re : i - se — 
me. ~~ te i ee Ameted OuC ie P+ Sow Bi MAINS OP Owes 2 i 








56 On Solitary Devotion. 
kingdom, and the execution of all the divine defigns. Thefe 


things, and many others, are made the matter of exprefs prom- 
ife. Juft as much reafon then as we have to rely upon the divine 
veracity, have we reafon to place confidence in God, that our peti- 
tions for thefe things will be gracioufly anfwered.. Nothing 
ean juftify hefitation or diftruft. In refpeé to other things not 
made the matter of exprefs promife, we pray only in fubmiffion. 
In all our petitions then, which are prefented “* according to the 
will of God, we are authorized to believe afluredly, that God 
will caufe it to be as we defire. It is very probable that at 
the firft fpread of the Gofpel, when the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft were very abundant, and fpecial revelations were 
by no means uncommon, many Chriftians had preternatural dif- 
coveries refpecting particular events, that they were agreeable 
to the divine pleafure ; and, on the ground of fuch difcoveries, 
prayed for them with the fame believing affurance, that they 
did, or. that the moft fpiritual do new, for things exprefsly 
promifed. Generally fpeaking, thefe extraordinary difcoveries 
are not in thefe days to be expected ; becaufe the difcoveries of 
the divine will are made very clearly and fully in the written 
word. Here all the good things, which a fpirit of ardent piety 
naturally craves, are holden up to view as matters of exprefs 
promife to the believing and praying foul. We cannot reafon- 
ably defire any thing which thefe promifes do not propofe, 
With refpect to thefe we are authorized to pray with unlimit- 
ed faith, believing that they will be given to us according to our 
defire. To difbelieve, to doubt whether God will hear us, is to 
treat him asa liar. It is to impeach his character in the moft 
tender point. The promife is, “ afk and it fhall be given you, 
feek and ye fhall find, kneck and it fhall be opened unto you. 
Verily, verily, I fay unto you, whatfoever ye fhall afk the Father 
in my name he will give it you ; afk and ye fhall receive, that 
your joy may befull.”” Are not thefe promifes fufficient to juf- 
tify the confidence of John, when he fays “ And if we know 
that he hear us, whatfoever we afk we énow that we have the 
petitions that we defired of him ?’ What propriety then in wav- 
a diftruft, and doubt? If we really doubt whether we fin- 
cerely defire thofe fpiritual bleflings which the promifes refpeét, 
then how can we pretend to pray at all ? How can we honeftly 
tell God that we do defire them ? Are we not afraid of affront- 
ing him by a bare-faced hypocrify ? Dare we come into his aw- 
ful prefence with declarations on our lips which we ferioufly 
fufpecét are not true ? What motive can we poffibly have for 
fuch affrontive prayers? But if we are confcious that we do fin- 
cerely and deliberately defire thofe fpiritual bleflings which he 
has authorized us to feek, and which are our proper good, what 
have 
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have we to juftify any degree of unbelief or doubt whether 
God will caufe it to be according to our petitions? But you 
may perhaps afk, Do I not ardently long and believingly pray 
for enlargement of foul in duty, for increafe of gracious com- 
munications, and for fpiritual confolations, which I do not im- 
mediately at leaft receive? Am I not often denied in my moft 
earneft petitions? To this I reply, that the promifes of the 
Scriptures are the only rule of believing prayer. Chriftians 
have a general promife that their graces fhall be increafed. 
“ To him who hath it fhall be given.” It is hence fuitable for 
us to pray for increafe of grace with confidence, and whatever 
may be our conclufion refpecting ourfelves, our prayer molt cer- 
tainly has a gracious audience. But having no diftin& prom- 
ife of any particular meafure of the Holy Spirit, or of great 
enlargements at any particular moment, or of finlefs perfection 
while we remain in this imperfect ftate, our prayers in all thefe 
regards fhould be conditional. Our will fhould be fubmiflively 
referred to the divine. Pious fouls may pray in faith when 
this principle is comparatively weak ; and they may have gra- 
cious anfwers to their prayers even when they feem to them- 
felves almoft fhut out from the divine prefence. 

I am not fenfible that I have left any obfcurity on this inter- 
efting inquiry refpecting prayer. And hoping that thefe hafty 
remarks will relieve your mind of all interruptive incertitude 
on this fubject, 1 take leave again. I am yours, &c. 


(To be continued.) 








ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 
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To THE EpiTors. 


HEN a queltion is manifeftly put with a particular 

view, all perfons of difcretion are difpofed to give the 
gentleman implicated ample opportunity to anfwer it. On 
this principle, it is prefumed, that anfwers to the interefting 
queftions put, vol.i. page 336, have been poftponed feveral 
months. 

1. “ Whether a minifter can, confiftently with that fidelity 
he owes, and that high refponfibility he is under, to the great 
Head of the church, give the right hand of fellowfhip to an- 
other, by exchanging with him, and inviting him to preach, 
without fome perfonal acquaintance with him, and fatisfying 
evidence (apart from, and independently of the decifion of 
a council) that he is called of God, and friendly to the funda- 
mental doctrines of the gofpel, and the power of religion 2” 
No, 2, Vol. II. 
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Anfwer. It is lawful, though not expedient nor prudent, 

for a minifter to exchange pulpits with every regular minifter 
of the gofpel. For it is not perfonal opinion, but public, reg- 
ular ordination, which conftitutes a minifter. In all public 
tranfactions we mult be guided by public rules. No man is a 
regular minifter of the gofpel, merely becaufe I judge him a 
good man, and poffefled of minifterial gifts. Extraordinary 
cafes excepted, no man is called of God into the paftoral office, 
afide from the impofition of paftoral hands. 
_ 2. * Whether a minifter, who exchanges with another, does 
not by that act approve of the choice his people have made in 
choofing him, and confirm them in their favourable opinion of 
his preaching and fentiments, however deficient or erroneous 
they may be ?” 

Anfwer. It is granted, generally fpeaking, that pulpit ex- 
changes are the figns of pulpit communion, or the fellowfhip of 
paltors. Hence it is neither expedient nor prudent for the or- 
thodox to exchange with thofe who are notorioufly heterodox- 
ical. For the exchange of pulpits is calculated to induce peo- 
ple to conclude, that the exchanging minifters are harmonious 
in their religious fentiments. If the exchange of pulpits im- 
ports any thing, it imports fome degree of pulpit fentimental 
harmony. 

Hence Chrift’s minifters muft take heed with whom they ex- 
change pulpits, and encourage as gofpel teachers. Hence, al- 
fo, Chrilt’s people mult take heed whom they hear, and whom 
they encourage as minilters by hearing. For, if we neglect gof- 
pel difcipline, and follow erroneous teachers, we implicitly bid 
them God fpeed, and make ourfelves partakers of their guilt. 

“* Knowledge is eafy to him that underitandeth,” and has 


. no end to anfwer except the intereft of Chrift’s kingdom. 


AMICUS. 





NARRATIVES BY A YOUNG LADY. 


To tHe Epitors oF THE Missionary MaGazine. 
GENTLEMEN, . 

THE following narratives, written by a young lady, comprifing 
an account of a revival of religion in » and of God’s merciful 
dealings with her own foul, you are requefted to make public, if you 

Soould judge them conducive to the benevolent obje@s of your ufeful 
Magazine. 2 NORVILLE. 
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In the {pring and fummer of the year 1800 there was a greater 
attention to religion in this place, than ever had been known 
before. In the fall of the year our Paftor was taken from us by 

death, 
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death. After his deceafe, the religious attention gradually de- 
clined, till an unufual ftupidity took place, prevailing in a fpe- 
cial manner among the young people. This greatly alarmed 
and called up the attention of the people of God. Confidering 
they had no fettled gofpel preacher with them, and feeing their 
youth gliding down the ftream of diffipation and careleffnefs, 
they felt the power of that command, “ Let your light fo fhine 
before men that they may fee your good works.” And I be- 
lieve they ufed all endeavours to perfuade them from their 
vanities; but to nopurpofe. They feemed to be ftrenuoufly 
bent to purfue the inclinations of the natural heart. In the {pring 
and fummer of the year 1803, vice and immorality feemed to 
rife to a greater height than ever. Religion and its followers 
were often the topics for their {port and ridicule, in their circles. 
Profeflors, finding all their endeavours for a reformation prove 
abortive, felt more immediate dependence on God ; and after 
reminding each other that God fays he “ will be inquired of 
by the houfe of Ifrael to do it for them,” they eftablithed pri- 
vate meetings for the purpofe of fupplicating the throne of 
grace, for the out-pouring of the Spirit. In the fall of the 
year the members of the meeting in the centre of the town 
thought it prudent to open their doors to all, who would 
choofe to attend. Their meetings were foon thronged. 
At this time God was pleafed to fend a faithful paftor to guide 
and direé& his flock, who feemed to be an immediate inftrument 
in the hand of Ged to call forth their attention. Now they 
meet with no little oppofition in their conference meetings. 
The doétrines of grace. and experimental religion are refolute- 
ly and ftrenuoufly oppofed. The meetings would often have 
been thrown into the utmoft diforder and confufion, had not 
profeffors defifted from anfwering their opponents. There 
were fome, who were {fo obftinate as not to be willing to attend 
the meetings, when they were appointed to be at the place of 
their refidence. An inftance of a young man I will mention. 
The account I had from his own mouth. 

A conference meeting was appointed at his father’s, which he 
difliked and refolved not to attend; but being conftrained by 
his parents to enter the room, he determined to pay no attention 
to the performances. But after having feveral queftions afked 
him, which God was pleafed to fet home upon his heart, he 
was put into ferious confideration, and brought to a lively fenfe 
of his condition and impending danger, while out of Chrift. 
And it is now hoped he has chofen that good part, which the 
world cannot give nor take away. He is naturally of a lively, 
facetious turn of mind, and one, who had frequented balls with 
great delight. But fince he has received this change of mind, 


i have often heard him obferve, that he has taken more fatis- 
faction 
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faction and delight in one religious conference, than he ever did 
in all the balls that ever he attended. And it would now be as 
difagreeable to him to join a ball, as it ufed to be, to hear reli- 
gious converfation. Now he can fay “ the way of tranfgreflors 
is hard,” but that the ways of wifdom “ are ways of pleafantnefs, 
and all her paths peace.” 

There are many others who are ferioufly inquiring what 
they thall do to be faved; and feveral’ who have given evi- 
dence of their being brought to the knowledge of the truth. 

In the north part of the town the attention is more general. 
A general folemnity feems to prevail upon the minds of the 
people, both old and young. Their conferences, which had 
been kept up for fome time paft, but reduced to a very few, are 
now crowded with attentive hearers. 

A gentleman who taught the fchool in that part of the 
town, the winter paft, was often admonifhing and counfelling 
his icholars; but it had little or no impreffion on their minds. 
On his entering the fchool the fore part of a week, he put this 
queftion to his fcholars—What.is Gop ? And told them he 
would let them have the week, till Saturday, to confider it ; 
and then he would demand an anfwer. This put them upon 
ferious confideration ; and before Saturday, many of them were 
the fubjects of pungent conviction. This greatly alarmed thofe, 
who till now had remained fecure; and they foon appeared in 
general to have a juft fenfe of their finfulnefs and oppofition 
of heart to truth. Several of them have given evidence of 
their being brought out of nature’s darknefs into God’s marvel - 
lous light. 

The Spirit operates like a fill fmall voice. ‘There is no boif- 
terous nor unbecoming behaviour among us. May the Lord 
profper and carry on his own work, and put to filence the mouth 
of gainfayers, for nothing fhort of almighty power will ever 
eftablifh religion in the heart of any one. 





NS — end 


SUFFER me to exhibit to the candid reader the experience 
of a young perfon. 

From the early inftructions of my parents I had often ferious 
impreflions on my mind, while young. The thoughts of death 
and my perifhing condition by nature, would excite in me very 
painful emotions. Viewing a religious life to be gloomy and 
melancholy, I ftrove to put off conviction, hoping if I attended 
fome duties, God would not finally. caft me off, if I did not 
wholly leave my youthful vanities. Thus I remained till 
about 12 years of age. 

A young woman fuddenly dying in the neighbourhood, 
greatly alarmed and called up my attention. I confidered I 
knew 
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knew not, but I fhould be the next that would be called, and 
thought I would not put off repentance any longer. I fat a- 
bout preparing myfelf, and attended whatever duties I thought 
were incumbent on me, efpecially the duties of the clofet. Thefe, 
I performed fo well, I thought, that they muft neceflarily be 
highly pleafing in the fight of God. At about the age of fix- 
teen I undertook a fchool, which I thought would afford a good 
opportunity for difplaying my goodnefs to the world, and of 
recommending myfelf to God. I confequently obferved mo- 
rality in every part of my conduct, and was careful to inftrué& 
my {fcholars in like manner. 

About this time on meeting with a crofs, which I was oblig- 
ed to bear, I imagined I bore it with great fubmiffion, and 
was highly exalted in my own opinion, on the account of my 
{uppofed humility. 

I was brought up under the preaching, I truft, of a faithful 
gofpel minifter, and was rationally convinced of the truth of 
the dottrines of grace, and would often confefs that I believed 
in Chrift, and built my hopes upon his merits. ‘The fovereign- 
ty of God was a dottrine which I profeffed to believe, and I 
ever vindicated it when I heard it fpoken againft ; yet I thought 
it an unprofitable fubjeé&t to treat much upon. I thought prac- 
tical religion was better calculated to civilize and lead us to 
duty. 

At about the age of twenty, on reading the 9th of Romans 
I felt very difagreeably, thinking all my gocd works, as I call- 
ed them, would be difregarded, and that the vileft wretch was 
as likely to obtain falvation as] was. I now began to fearch 
the Scriptures to know whether this were really a icripture doc- 
trine or not, hoping that I might find fomething to give me 
eafe. But the more I ftudied the Scriptures, the more I was 
convinced of the truth of it. This excited in me very painful 
fenfations. I thought I did not know whether I were elected, 
and that if I were not, all my endeavours to obtain falvation 
would prove abortive. I therefore thought I would, if pofli- 
ble, put thefe things out of my mind, and divert myfelf by ftudy- 
ing hiftory and other books. Several chapters in the Bible, in 
which the fovereignty of God is moft clearly held up to view, 
I refolved never to read again, though for fear of being ftig- 
matized for infidelity, I would not divulge it. 

Thus I remained for feveral months, fometimes tolerably 
well compofed, and then again the recolleétion of thofe gofpel 
truths, although I negleéted to read them, would difturb my 
mind. One day on reading a fermon of Mr. Mather’s, which 
treated very clofely on the neceflity of a renovation of heart, a 
paflage, in which he defired the readers to afk themfelves wheth- 
er they were in a ftate of nature or grace, took particular = 
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of me. I had ever entertained a good opinion of myfelf, but 
could not fay I knew that I was inthe road tolife. I ftudied 
upon it fome hours before I was able to conclude, and then I 
had a clear view of my undone and perifhing condition. My 
whole life appeared to be one continual act of rebellion, as flowing 
from a corrupt heart. Even all my religious performances ap- 
peared to have had no other end than my own perfonal happi- 
nefs. I faw that I had been “feeking my own, and not the things 
which are Jefus Chrift’s.”” I felt myfelf to be finful and polluted, 
but was in hopes that my being fenfible of my condition, and my 
inceflant cries for mercy would, in time, be available to my fal- 
vation. But alas! inftead of growing better I grew worfe. 
Every day brought fome new difcoveries of my heart. The 
carnal mind’s being “ enmity againft God,” was now not only 


_ a f{cripture, but a felf-evident truth. I felt entirely oppofed to 


every doctrine of grace, and even the being & perfection of God. 
The thought of being in the hand of God was almoft infup- 
portable. I wifhed for annihilation. I thought I fhould rath- 
er fuffer eternal punifhment than fubmit to the terms of gofpel 
falvation. The whole Scriptures were pointedly againft me. 
The invitations of the gofpel were like a drawn {word ; for I 
found it was my own will that kept me from Chrift. I felt 
myfelf to be in oppofition to every perfon, who I thought bore 
the image of God, Often when I had been going to anfwer, 
»on being fpoken to, I have fhut my mouth and keft the room, 
for fear I fhould be left to utter the blafphemous thoughts of 
my heart. I concealed my diftrefs as much as poflible, and 
fought retirement to give vent to my fighs. I felt myfelf in 
the immediate prefence of an all feeing God, and was fenfible 
that he would do all his pleafure, which gave me the moft ex- 
quifite pain. 

Thus I remained for feveral weeks. Every gleam of hope 
was now almoft extinguifhed. I believed that hell was kindled 
in my breaft, which I was ftrongly apprehenfive would eter- 
nally burn. It appeared to me inconfiltent with the juftice of 
God to fpare me much longer. I was afraid every moment I 
fhould be configned over to eternal deftruétion, The condem- 
nation of the devils appeared not half fo aggravated and juft 
as mine ; for they had not, as I had done, flighted the offers of 
pardoning mercy. My diftrefs rendered me incapable of at- 
tending to domeltic affairs. I retired, and principally kept my 
chamber. On taking up Dr. Watts’ Pfalms, I read the 1ozd 
pfalm, firft part, which to the 7th verfe, (the firft only except- 
ed) completely fpoke my feelings. I now appeared to myfelf 
to be a veffel of wrath, “ fitted to deftruction.” Entirely op- 
pofed to God and the way of falvation, I thought if it were 
poflible for me to be placed in heaven among the blefled “rs 
the 
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the fame heart I then had, I fhould be in complete mifery. I 
was now in great fears, if my life fhould be lengthened, left I 
fhould relapie into a ftate of carnal fecurity. 1 thought I 
fhould rather be then taken away, than go back into the vani- 
ties of the world, and was very defirous that God would keep 
me ina lively fenfe of my condition as long as he faw fit to 
continue my life. From this, my mind was led into a long 
train of thought upon the wonderful condefcenfion of the Re- 
dcemer—his taking upon himfelf our nature, and that while 
we were yet enemies, hedied for us. ‘That he fhould work out 
m fuch a glorious way, our redemption, appeared admirable. 
The way of falvation now appeared to be every way perfect, 
wonderful, and defirable, and 1 found my mind was entirely 
calm and compofed. 1 was furprifed at the alteration that had 
taken place in fo fhort atime. I was afraid that I was given 
up, and had gone back into my former itupidity. I did not 
think of converfion. I had no idea that converfion was, as it 
were, a Vilible change immediately difcerned by thofe who are 
the fubjects of it. I endeavoured to recollect and realize the 
difmal fituation that 1 fuppofed myfelf to be in; but my mind 
would foon return, and I fhould lofe myfelf in meditating upon 
the infinite condefcenfion of the Redeemer. I dared not in- 
dulge myfelf in exprefling the adoration which I felt, for I 
thought it did not become fuch a guilty, vile worm of the duft 
as I was. I wifhed that every perfon might be partaker of the 
redemption of Chrift, if 1 were not. The Bible appeared to 
me entirely new. It appeared range that I had lived to fuch 
an age, and read the Bible fo much as I had, and never before 
difcovered the beauty, the glory, and the excellence, which 
were contamed in it. I difcovered more in one verfe, than ever 
I did before in the whole Bible. I had frequently read the 
Scriptures and committed fome part to memory ; but every 
fentence now feemed to have a new meaning, and I now enter- 
tained fome hope that God had pardoned my iniquities ; but 
I f{carce dared to indulge the thought. On being afked wheth- 
er 1 had any new difcoveries, I anfwered that I didnot know 
whether I had received any thing that was faving. I was 
greatly afraid of being deceived, of falling away, and bringing 
a wound upon religion. I felt entirely willing to be in the 
hands of God, and thought I could rejoice in being difpofed 
of as he faw fit. One time, having fome difcovery of the pride 
and deceitfulnefs of my heart, I was greatly diftrefled for fear 
I was deluded, and was yet inceflantly finning againft God. 
Thefe words came into my mind, “ God is greater than our 
hearts.” “ And I give unto them (my fheep) eternal life ; 
and they fhall never perifh, neither fhall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.” However vile and wretched, yet I faw pest 
° 
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God was able to deliver me from my thraldom, bow my ftub- 
born heart, and make me “ willing in the day of his power.” 
I felt exceedingly defirous that God would fearch my heart, and 
let me know whatever wicked way there was in me, and 
“‘cleanfe me from all fecret faults,” as well as “ keep me 
back from prefumptuous fins.” 1 felt myfelf exceedingly vile 
and unworthy. It appeared aftonifhing to me that I was kept 


out of hell. I faw fuch an infinite diftance between God and 
» myfelf, that I fcarce dared to lift up my eyes to heaven. All 


nature feemed to reproach my ftupidity. The wifdom and 
glory of God fhone fo confpicuoufly in the natural world, that 
I was aftonifhed I had never feen it before. Oh! how ex- 
cellent were thefe words, “ the heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament fheweth his handy work. Day unto 
day uttereth {peech, and night unto night fheweth knowledge.” 
Yes, 1 could fee every thing confpiring to declare the wifdom, 
power and magnificence of God. I thought, what am I, that 
God fhould be mindful of me! Surely I am not worthy of 
the leaft of his mercies. O how wonderful is his goodnefs ! 
In turning my thoughts on the glorious work of redemption, 
and contemplating the eternal effulgence and boundlefs ocean 
of benevolence, my heart was fo drawn out in love to Chrift, 
I thought let my fituation be whatever it may, I mutt forever 
praife and adore him; and that if he faw fit to caft me off, I 
could not help crying, Lord, “ not my will, but thine be done.’? 
For feveral weeks, I believe I can fay, that God was in all my 
thoughts. I could no more help praying, than I could help 
breathing. The worth of fouls and the advancement of 
Chrift’s kingdom were near my heart. I felt exceedingly de- 
firous I might ferve God, and do all to his glory through life, 
whatever might be my fituation after death. 








THE PILGRIMS. 


Y the fignal influence of Providence, the following Pil- 

grims, Primus from Europe, Secundus from Afia, Tertius 
from Africa, and Quartus from America met and conferred free- 
ly relative to the prefent ftate of the world, and the neceffity of 
Chriftian exertions to enlighten millions of the ignorant inhab- 
itants of the earth. The conference was pleafing and profitable; 
for, in confequence of their different pilgrimages, they were 
able to communicate information in the moft familiar manner 
relative to the feveral quarters of the globe. 

Primus. Well, brother Secundus, it appears you have had 
the opportunity of feveral years to explore the gloomy regions 
of Afia ; and what have you to relate worthy of attention? 

Secundus. 
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Secundus. Alas, my friend, the Afiatic region, which extends 
thoufands of miles, is full of ignorant and barbarous inhabit- 
ants, who are totally unacquainted with the Bible. That vait 
territory, which was once fome part of it favoured with the 
light of the gofpel and the church of Chrift, now appears like 
the fhadow of death. | 

Primus. Are there no Europeans; no Chriftians in Afia ? 

Secundus. Vhere are Europeans in Afia; but alas! their ob- 
je«t is to acquire property and live luxurioufly, rather than to 
promote the interelts of Chrift’s kingdom. 

Primus. But we have miffionaries in Afia, who give us 
fome flattering accounts of their fuccefs. 

Secundus. 1am not ignorant of the exertions of your faith- 
ful miffionaries at the Eaft Indies. But what are thefe infant 
ambafladors before millions of old, expert enemies? In no 
part of the world has Satan more permanently fixed his feat, 
than among the Hindoos and Brahmans. For they deny all 
refponfibility, and are very fuperftitious. To fee the deluded 
creatures every day bathing in the Ganges, with unfhaken con- 
fidence that it will fecure their eternal happinefs, is enough to 
extort tears from a ftone. It is hoped the miflionaries will ob- 
tain influence. But, O Lord, how long before the thick dark- 
nefs of Afia fhall be difpelled by the light of the gofpel! 
As we have no reafon to expec the miraculous interpofition of 
Providence, Chriftians have much work to do before Afia will 
be enlightened. The object will not be obtained by a few 
youthful miflionaries. ‘The arduous work, which muft laft 
during feveral generations, is but begun. The church, yea 
the whole enlightened world muft exert its influence. Zion 
by the influence of heaven muft borrow of the world her filver 
and gold, and direét her beft treafures, before that valt quarter 
of the globe will be reformed... Heathens will not realize a 
reformation, except by the united exertions of Chrittians. 
It is the falt of Chriftian example which will feafon the world. 
Kings and Potentates muft, by pious example and exertion, 
difplay the beauties of Chriitianity, before the heathen nations 
will ferioufly attend to the gofpel. But let me afk you, Primus, 
relative to the moral ftate of Europe. 

Primus. O Secundus, while relating the ftate of Afia, you 
have filled me with trembling refpecting Europe. 

Secundus. Is it poffible? For you enjoy the light of the gof- 
pel. How highly favoured the Iiland of Britain, and many 
parts of the continent ! 

Primus. Weare highly favoured, it mult be confefled; but 
what is this [fland, this little {peck on the vaft chart of Europe, 
where ignorance and fuperftition reign without control ?, What 
is the moral ftate of France and her fervile connexions? What 
No. 2, Vol. II. H the 
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the ftate‘of Germany and the nations on the Baltic? And who 
can think “of the moral ftate of boundlefs Ruffia without a 
figh ?-In a word, the north of Europe is full of frozen ftupid 
inhabitants, who are perifhing for lack of vifion; and who is 
there to’ reach forth the friendly, guiding hand of the gofpel, 
except Britain ? 

Sectindus,, My own perfonal knowledge: correfponds with 
the gloomy narrative you have given of Europe. While you 
cover with your hand Great Britain, and a few other light 
fpots on the map of Europe, nothing remains except a vaft ex- 
tent of thick darknefs and the fhadow of death. For'the Ro- 
man Catholic and Greek churches, and Mahometans, are but 
one remove from heathenifm. 

Primus. Your views are doubtlefs corre&; and it is for a 
lamentation that Europe, the feat of Science, is alfo the refidence 
of infidelity and moral darknefs. What God will effeé in the 
courfe of Providence by the prefent miflionary exertions, we 
cannot affirm. But it is a token for good that we begin to 
wake up, and extend our hand to thofe who are deftitute of 
gofpel advantages. Let us in the mean time hear what 
Brother Tertius has to relate relative to the vaft territory of 
Africa. 

Tertius. Africa, my friends, is 4000 miles long and 3000 
broad ; and is full of favage beafts and favage men. To attempt 
the number of inhabitants is like numbering the fands. The fav- 
age ftate of the Barbary powers, of the mterior and fouthern 
blacks, who are conftantly engaged in fubduing and felling each 
other to nations who make merchandize of the bodies and fouls 
of men, is beyond the power of defcriptien. 

Primus. You give us a difmal piature of Africa. 

Tertius. Not more fo than correfponds with the ftate of the 
inhabitants; for they act more like the ravenous beafts of the 
foreft, than like rational, immortal agents. 

Primus. Are there no hopes of a reformation in Africa? 

Tertius.: ‘Fhe miffionaries meet with fome fuceefs. But 
things will never put ona more favourable afpect, until the 
nations who.now buy and fell the fouls of men repent their 
deeds, and unitedly fend them the gofpel of God’s grace. If 
the expenfe and profits of the flave trade were wifely converted 
to the benevolént purpofe of miffionary exertions, poor opprefl- 
éd Africa would foon wear a new face. We really owe Afri- 
ca many informed-guides, becaufe we have deprived her of ma- 
ny ignorant inhabitants. For every flave we are deeply in debt; 
and God will*not make peace'with us; if we refufe ample ref- 
toration :- and’all- the negroes bought from Africa will be 
fwift witneffes apainft us at the great day. O for the happy 
daysj wher the thips of the nations fhall-vifit Africa with mii- 
ed .) «© flonaries 
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Gonaries as often as they have come from Africa with flaves. 
But has Quartus nothing to fay relative to America? 

Quartus. Yes, my friends, | have many things ; for we are 
fome of the moft diftinguifhed people on earth. From the 
perfecution and oppreffion of Europe God conducted our 
fathers, a pious race, to this extenfive and fertile territory. 
Here he planted them. Here they flourifhed and increafed. 
From a mere ‘handful we have become a numerous and potent 
nation. The temporal and fpiritual bleflings with which we 
have been crowned are innumerable. Health, liberty, peace 
and plenty, and the bleflings of the gofpel have been the por- 
tion of our cup from the Lord. As our obligations are pecu- 
liar, we ought to be diftinguifhed by anfwerable fruit. But 
alas! we have difhonoured our Benefactor, and expofed ourfelves 
to his difpleafure. We have flighted the gofpel of God’s 
grace ; and have but partially rewarded the oviginal natives 
and proprietors of the territory for the land we now poilefs. 
We have alfo been connected with other nations in the purchale 
of flaves. The Americansare now the poffeffors of thoufands 
and thoufands of flaves, who have an equal right to fhare with 
us and other men the bieflings of liberty. The moral ftate ot 
America is not lefs gloomy than that of fome other lands. 

Primus. No, it isnot; if you have been correét in your 
ftatement. 

Quartus. That 1 have been corre, you have kberty to ap- 
peal to the facts related. 

Tertius. What then mutt be done? For this-is a day when 
all men are called to a¢tion. 

Quartus. It is our duty to mourn our fins as a people, to 
humble ourfelves before God, and make the beft exertions to 
diffufe the knowledge of the gofpel among thofe who are detli- 
tute of its peculiar privileges. 

Primus. It has been remarked that Europe is deeply in debt 
to Africa in confequence of the flave trade ; and is not Ameri- 
ca alfo involved ? 

Quartus. Yes,we are. For not only before, but even fince 
the revolution, we have many of us been deeply concerned in 
that hateful commerce of human ficfh. There are many frefh 
flaves now in the Southern ftates, who were lately torn from the 
bofom of their native land. It muft be confeffed that the impor- 
tation of flaves is one of the crying fins of this land. 

Tertius, Surely it is: and if I have been rightly informed 
as to the number of the blacks now in thefe ftates, the day is not 
far diftant when God will permit the opprefled wretches on the 
continent, as he has done on the Iflands, to take vengeance on 
their cruel mafters.. The natural love of liberty in every breaft 
will foon ftimulate the thoufands and thoufands of active flaves 
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to free themfelves with the fword. They only need a leader 
to concert anfwerable meafures. 'The weekly parade of a fee- 
ble militia at the Southward to deter and awe the blacks muft 
foon prove ineffectual. Informed flaves already know that it 
is merely fpecious, and that the moment they univerfally rally 
and concentrate, and {fkilfully direc their ftrength, that the 
Southern ftates muft fall before their fury and rage. The day 
of recompence is at hand ! 

Quartus. What then muft be done? I feel the weight of 
your remarks: and believe that Providence will ere long vindi- 
cate the caufe of thofe opprefled men, women, and chil- 
dren. : 

Tertius. It is too late to attempt to retain them in the 
chains of flavery by hard and fevere ufage. They have too 
much information to be influenced by rigid meafures. Kind- 
nefs is the only chord which will hold them ; but the thirft for 
freedom, which this beft of methods excites and infpires, muft 
foon impel them to break over all reftraints. They are men, 
and will be free, or die in the caufe of liberty. 

Quartus. My blood chills in my veins while I contemplate 
the danger to which the Southern ftates are expofed. The 
debt contracted is great, and mutt be paid. Vengeance is mine, 
faith the Lord, and I willrepay. And fhall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right? 

Primus, But the queftion ftill returns; what muft be 
done ? 

Quartus. The American flaves muft be treated with lenity 
and kindnefs. They muft be inftructed and made acquainted 
with the principles of religion. The intereft of the African 
{chools muft be encouraged by the Americans; and may we 


/not hope and expeéct from them fome able miffionaries for the 


African regions? what can rich planters do more a to 
God, than to qualify fome of their moft promifing negro-lads 
for miffionaries among their ignorant relations in Africa ? 

Secundus. I pray that I may live to fee qualified Africans 
returning to their native country to preach the gofpel. 

Quartus. I cordially join with you. For it is pofible for 
negro miffionaries from America to be recognized by their re- 
Jations on their native ground. Let us then qualify and fend 
them to teach their poor brothers and fifters, if not their aged 
parents. A young negro of genius in the courfe of 20 years 
may be qualified fora miffion, and find the place of his nativity 
in Africa, where he and his family with reviving affeétions fhall 
recognize each other, and employ the melting interview with 
the moft pleafing narrations. 

Tertius. My heart leaps at the mere poflibility of fo defira- 
ble an event. 


Quartus, 
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Quartus. And mine at the increafing probability. For I 
really believe, if the object of foreign miffions be properly en- 
couraged, that fome African journal will ere long furnifh narra- 
tives of more ravifhing interviews of this nature in that land of 
darknefs, than the clofets of many Chriftians now anticipate. 

Primus. It isthe fublime privilege of Chriftians to contem- 
plate the ability of Providence to effect the moft glorious de- 
figns ; and I will only remark in this luxurious connexion, that 
when Ethiopian miflionaries fhall be recognized in Ethiopia 
by their relations and friends, that the goipel will have free 
courfe, and thoufands of poor, perifhing blacks will be adorned 
with the white robe of falvation. May the blefling of Heaven 
attend the African fchools: for they, under the guidance of 
wifdom, will furnifh fome of the moft ufeful miffionaries. The 
Africans, though now as wild as the beafts of the foreft, and 
frighted at the fight of white miffionaries, might eafily be in- 
duced to embrace their miffionary brethren from America. 
We muft convince the poor negroes that we are not enemies, 
but real friends. Let us then, for God’s fake, and the fake of 
their falvation, educate active young blacks for miffionaries, and 

o with them to their native land, and teach the inhabitants 
ain to live and ferve God in their own country. No pledge 
of our love and friendfhip will be acceptable, either to the Af- 
ricans or their Creator, fhort of Ethiopian miflionaries from the 
oppreflive nations. When fhall the gains, the immenfe gains of 
the flave trade be funded and improved for the fupport of Af- 
rican miffions? In the mean time God grant that every poflef- 
for of 100 flaves fhall furnifh one able Ethiopian miffionary 
for Africa. Soon let the merchants, who buy and fell the fouls 
of men, throw overboard the manacles for flaves, and cleanfe 
their fhips of the blood of flaves, and prepare them for African 
miffionaries. For I almoft hear the poor Africans re-echo the 
gofpel found ; “ How beautiful upon the mountains of Ethio- 
pia. are the (black) feet of thofe who publifh the glad tidings 
of falvation !”? Let no one fay thére is a lion in the way, and 
that the work is impraéticable. For he that believeth {hall 
not make hafte. Faith in God will remove every difficulty 
and furmount every obftacle. Faith conquers all things. 

Quartus. But what meafures mult be adopted by the Amer- 
icans in favour of the‘numerous tribes of Indians whofe lands 
we have fpecioufly purchafed, and, whom we have driven 
over the weftern mountains ? 

Tertius. But why do you hint that the Americans have ta- 
ken their lands unjuftly? For we are informed that the lands 
have been legally purchafed. 

Quartus. True, we have formally purchafed their territory 
with afew delufive articles ; and no fooner were the poor crea- 
tures 
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tures diflatisfied’ with the bargain, than we have vanquifhed 
them, and driven them into the middle of the wildernefs. In- 
ftead of enjoying the advantages of the extenfive fea board, they 
are now expelled even far» beyond the Allegany mountains. 
They feel the injury and abufe, and juftly complain of the 
fraud. To confider the Americans as their friends they are 
afraid ; for the experience of generations, they plead, has prov- 
ed them enemies. What then muft be done? For the 
day of judgment will come, when white people and red people 
muft all ftand before the bar of God to be rewarded according 
to their works. 

Tertius. To reftore their lands is impoffible : but it is not 
impoflible to blefs them with the gofpel. 

Quartus. They will not accept it. The Americans have 
long attempted to furnifh them with the gofpel, but except in 
fome folitary inftances, it has been rejected. 

Secundus. When the Americans take as much pains to en- 
lighten the Indians as they have to poflefs their territory, and 
cannot prevail, your obfervation will be valid. But fo long 
as the objet of Americans is to acquire the territory of 
Indians, rather than to enlighten them, it is in vain to fay they 
will not embrace the gofpel. The Indians are wife enough to 
know, that you are more engaged to poffefs their lands, than to 
gofpelize their minds and hearts. You muft convince them 
that you love their fouls rather than their lands, before they 
will embrace the Saviour you recommend. 

Quartus. But how fhall we exhibit evidence, that we love 
their fouls rather than their lands ? 

Tertius. How? You muft a@ually love their fouls, and make 
their falvation your great obje& ; and the evidence of your love 
will be manifeft. Nave you not land enough? Do Americans 
need more territory ? Have you not more land now in poflef- 
fion than you are able to cultivate with advantage ? Set then 
your bounds, and on no confideration pafs over them. Call 
home the roving, ftraggling Americans, who are now difturbing 
the Indians. Let the Indians know, by the moft facred «and 
uniform prattice, that you will not go beyond your bounds. 
Surely this can be effected in the courfe of fifty years or lefs. 
Then call them to the line, not to trade with them about their 
lands; not to cheat them, but to give them the advantage*of 
the gofpel.. In one word, ceafe to do evil and learn to do well. 
Be content with the vaft territory you have acquired of the In- 
dians ; and let them peaceably enjoy the remaining part of the 
continent. Be their friends and not their enemies; and the 
grace of God will not we believe long fuffer them to reje&t the 
gofpel. But alas, how impoflible to ducceed in gofpelizing the 
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Indians, while the greateft exertions are made by Americans at 
large to monopolize their lands! Before we can convince them 
that we are friends to their fouls, we muft once prove that we 
are friends to their bodies. If we are not friendly to their 
temporal interefts, we flall not eafily convince them that we 
are friends to their eternal intereft. 

Quartus. Lhave nothing to objeé to your remarks. You are 
doubtlefs corre&, and different meafures muft be adopted and 
faithfully executed before the Indians will liften to gofpel mif- 
fionaries. They now confider miffionaries as the pioneers of 
their enemies, who are on the march to deprive them of their 
lands. Alas! alas! fad experience has impelled them to 
dread the hand that exteudsa gift. They fear and hate white 
faces. 

Tertius. Why, my friend, do you fay this? 

- Quartus. Becaude itistruth. The wildernefs and the game 
contained in it are the chief objects of favages. ‘The chafe in 
its connexions is their idol. If deprived of thefe delights, they 
feel themfelves deprived of all good. While therefore we give 
them no fecurity for the uninterrupted poffeffion of their lands, 
and the enjoyment of their game, we cannot expeét they will con- 
fider us friends. For what is life, without its privileges and 
enjoyments. Lf repeat it again; let the Indians know that the 
wildernefS where they have made their huts, and where they 
ftart and purfue their game is theirewn native property,and that 
they fhall not be diftrubed, or in vain do you offer them the 
a“ We mutt fecure to them the peaceful enjoyment of 
the foreft, or they will reje& the offer of Chriftian friendfhip. 
Poor ignorant creatures, they dream of norefidence equal to 
theirs in the foreft ; and defire no enjoyment fuperior to the 
favage chafe and life ; and fhall we not pity them? Shall we 
not then permit them to poflefs their own native territory 
without any farther interruption ? Do this, and they will not fly 
before gofpel miffionaries. But till we do this, they will confid- 
er miflionaries as their enemies. ‘They as well as other men 
def pife and hate wolves in fheep’s clothing. Savages will nev- 
er become Chriftians in an enemy’s country. In their own 
peaceful territory only will they embrace the Saviour. Let 
them then enjoy forever all the wildernefs they now poflefs : 
for their fouls are more valuable than their lands. Let In- 
dians poffefs the wildernefs that Chrift may make it bloflom. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN 
EXTRACT FROM A JOURNAL 
written at fea, in 1803. 


EARLY inftrucéted by my fond parents to revere and adore 
the Supreme Being, as a being who is the former of our bodies, 
the preferver of our lives, and that God from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift ; I had my mind deeply engraven 
with the true fentiments of morality ; and thinking it was fuffi- 
cient to enfure my happinefs in the world to come, and, in the 
mean time, the good will of all men here, I had refolved in my 
own ftrength to live a life of ftric& morality. Thus I travelled on 
for many years, trufting in my own doings for every comfort ; 
and really imagined I merited every bleffing from Heaven 
which Ienjoyed. With this declaration of the old Pharifee, viz. 
«that I gave tithes of all I poffeffed,”” my building (as I then 
imagined) was on a ftrong and fure foundation. But alas! 
I found my building of no avail in the day of vifitation, but a 
felf-righteous garment, one that would not hide my fhame. 
Glory to that God who in fome meafure has opened my blind 
eyes, and made me to fee what I am by nature and prattice ; viz. 
a poor, miferable, naked, hell-deferving creature. Had it 
pleafed Heaven to have called me hence at that time, I 
muift have been forever banifhed from that God, whom 
I am now led to admire and adore for his goodnefs and 
mercy to one of the vileft of all created beings. Through the 
whole volume of infpiration, I cannot find any one brought to 
the knowledge’of the truth without the ufe of means. It pleafed 
the Almighty Parent to bring about means in calling me to at- 
tend on facred and divine truths. Returning from a long 
voyage, I had a mind to take a view of the eaftern world, part- 
ly for my health, which was fomewhat impaired, and partly to 
fee the country. Soon after my landing, I became acquainted 
with a gentleman who treated me with every degree of refpett, 
and receiving a polite and a general invitation to vifit his houfe 
at all times, I had very oft and frequently called on his family. 
On one of my vifits, [ found an acquaintance of theirs at their 
houfe ; and among other topics of difcourfe, which engroiled 
the evening’s converfation, that of religion was aflumed. Our 
arguments ran high againft the fovereignty of God ; and al- 
though for feveral times I thought our friend would be en- 
tangled, or at a lofs for words to fupport this doétrine, yet fhe 
appeared to have the Bible for her fupport, and texts at her 
call, which entirely laid the foundation of the Arminian plan 
on a level with the ground. I then, for the firft time, felt my 


morality to totter, and the fovereignty of God, through a Me- 
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giator, as faft taking hold of my mind—a language, which I 

ever had been a ftrangerto. However, retiring to my lodging, 

the Bible was my firft attention ; and in fearching for the truths 

already pointed at, I faw myfelf for the firft time condemned, 
and no way forefcape. I retired to bed, but fleep was a ftran- 
ger to my eyes, as 1 now faw no profpedt of tafting that +hap- 
pinefs, which I fo long had flattered myfelf I juftly merited. 

At the approaching morn, which I welcomed with joy, I arofe, 
but peace was an entire ftranger to my breaft. Perifh I mutt, 
as 1 faw no way of efcape. Thus I continued, wifhing for 
death to relieve my anxious mind, and my proud heart would 
not let me reveal my feelings to any one, fearing they would 
laugh me to fcorn. As foon as convenient lagain repaired to my 
friend’s houfe, again feeking peace to my mind. As foon as 
politenefs would admit, I refumed our former difcourfe, and 
religion was again our theme. When on fome points brought 
to view, our friend remarked, that the language of Scripture 
plainly declared, “ except ye be born again, ye cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” I then felt condemned by the law and to- 
tally defpaired of mercy. I now refolved to quit the land and 
betake myfelf tothe fea. I immediately began my neceflary 
preparations for my voyage, in doing which I took a bad 
cold, and foon felt the feeds of mortality afluming their feat in 
my mortal body. I endeavoured to part with my friends with 
as cheerful a ferenity of.mind as I poflibly could, refolving as 
far as poflible to brave my feelings, but in cafe they thus fhould 
continue, to throw myfelf into the fea, and put an end to that 
exiltence of a creature unworthy tolive. Accordingly on the 
5th June, 1803, I embarked, but peace did not goalong with 
me. I made the Scripture my conftant companion, as all the 
comfort I enjoyed feemed to flow from that fountain. I contin- 
ued in this frame for five weeks, feeling my health faft declin- 
ing, and feeing nothing but death before my eyes, and to die 
without hope, put me almoft in a ftate of defpair ; and had it 
not pleafed the Supreme Being and Father of mercies to remove 
thofe doubts from my mind, I muft have perifhed under the 
weight of my fins; but glory to the name of God for thus bow- 
ing my ftubborn will to his will, and making me bow to the 


‘{ceptre of king Jefus, and making me fee there is no jultification 


but by the blood of Jefus, and renouncing all my former right- 
eoufnefs as filthy garments. Iwas made to fee the fovereignty 
ot God fufficient for me, and that of myfelf I could do nothing. 
(Oh poor morality ! what wilt thou do, in fuch trying, dark 
hours as thefe ?) Will they who imbibe this principle be able to 
ftand at the great day of accounts? (I fear not.) Language 
is now inadequate to exprefs my prefent feelings of joy and 


gpastuds to that God, who is willing, who is able to relieve a 
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heart like mine, and pardon the fins of a guilty criminal. 6 
how I long for the moment of my approaching diffolution, that 
I may die and be with Jefus, for faith affures me this, that I 
fhall foon behold his glory and fee him face to face. Should 
thefe imperfect lines fall into the hands of any of my former 
companions, and be the means of aroufing any one from their 
lethargy, how joyous fhould I feel! But the Father of Spirits 
is able to do all things well and at his pleafure, as he can, in his 
own time, call his elect from the four winds that are under heav- 
en. To his hands I commit my foul, and laying my body 
down to reft, being affured of a full pardon through the blood 
of a once crucified but now afcended Jefus, do reft in hope that 
at the morning of the refurreétion I fhall be received with the 
faints to fing hallelujahs in the manfions above. 

4th Auguft, 1803. 

Thus continued our worthy friend , until the 24th 
of Augull, when, giving orders for his burial, and commending 
his foul into the hands of that God who gave it, he expired, 
without a figh or a groan. 





Your humble fervant, 
B. P. 
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To rue Eprrors or THE Massacuusetts M. Macazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


THE following meditations and reflefions upon Lfaiah i. 27. are 
Jubmitted to your infpedion. If you think them worthy of a place in 
your ufeful Magazine, you will pleafe to infert them. 
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“ Zion fball be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with 
righteoufnefs.”” 


HESE words of*Scripture have fomewhat attracted the 

attention of the writer ; and he thinks them worthy of 

the notice of his fellow Chriftians, and even of thofe who are 

ftill far from righteoufnefs.—They appear to inftrué us in the 

way and method which God takes to redeem and fave his 
church. 

By Zion is meant the church of God. This is the appro- 
priate name by which it was defignated under the Old Tefta- 
ment difpenfation: and it retains the fame name under the 
New. “We are come,” fays an apoftle, “unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem.” 
Zion is the place where God has fixed his throne, and that ho- 
ly hill upon which Chrift reigns as king of faints : and it is that 
which God has promifed to make an eternal excellency, a joy 
of many generations. 

By 
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~ ‘By the redemption of Zion is to be underftood, the deliver- 
ance of the church from evil. Redemption properly imports a 
deliverance from power of temporal enemies; deliverance from 
the power of fin and Satan, and alfo from eternal ruin. And 
hence it includes all that falvation of which finners ftand in 
need. 

And the way or means by which God effects this redemp- 
tion, are judgment and righteoufnefs. ‘ Zion fhall be redeem- 
ed with judgment,” by which is meant, infliétion of evil, or de- 
ftruction. The latter claufe of the verfe appears-to be of the 
fame general import with the former. The converts of Zion 
mean the feveral individuals of which the church is compofed. 
Thefe fhall be redeemed with righteoufnefs, by which is to be 
underftood the rectitude or juftice of ‘God difplayed in punifh- 
ing. Now if thefe things be fo, it appears that the proph- 
et meant to teach us this truth, that e way or manner in whieh 
God redeems his church is by the difplay of his righteous judgments up- 
on the wicked. And this appearsto be confirmed by the words 
immediately following thofe under confideration. And the 
deftruction of the tranfgreffors and of the finners fhall be 
together, and they that forfake the Lord fhall be confumed.” 

But is it true, that ‘God -will give up and devote the wicked 
to ruin for the redemption of his church? By looking over 
the facred volume, and confidering fome of the great and lead- 
ing difpenfations of Divine Providence, recorded both in hiftory 
and prophecy, it will be found, that this is the method which 
God has taken to redeem and fave his church, and that this is 
the method he will ftill purfue. 

If we look back to the days of Noah, it will be feen, that 
God then redeemed and faved his church by means of right- 
eous judgment executed upon his and her enemies. 

Before the deluge of waters, by which the old world was de- 
Rtroyed, the church of God was brought very low, and her 
numbers exceedingly reduced. Alli the righteous perfons then 
on earth, were included inthe family of Noah. It does not ap- 
pear that there was fo much as one true convert of Zion to be 
found among all the thoufands and millions that perifhed in 
the flood. The whole world lay in profound wickednefs ; and 
criminal violence had arifen to that alarming height, that there 
was danger of the total extirpation of truth and righteoufnefs 
from the earth. The church was in imminent hazard of being 
wholly fwallowed up and loft, either in the abounding corrup- 
tion, or by the hand of violence. Neverthelefs, God wrought 
for her redemption, and faved her from the impending evil. 
But how did he do this? It was by the execution of righteous 
judgment in the deftruétion of the guilty. The men of that 
corrupt and violent generation filled up the meafure of their 
iniquities, 
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iniquities, and then wrath came upon them to the uttermoft. 
God brought upon them a deluge of waters, which fwept them 
all down to the prifon of hell where they have no power to 
hurt or difturb ; and thus God redeemed Zion by a judgment 
of water, and faved her converts by a ftriking difplay of his 
righteoufnefs in the deftruétion of his and her enemies. 

By turning a few pages forward in the facred hiftory, we 
come to another inftance, where the difplay of righteous judg- 
ment was the mean of redeeming and faving the church of 
God. It was by this Ifrael was delivered from Egyptian bon- 
dage, and faved from the power and oppreflions of Pharaoh 
and his people. 

That haughty and ftubborn enemy of God and his church, 
held the converts of Zion in the moft cruel bondage. And 
when God fent to redeem them, by the hand of Mofes and Aa- 
ron, he refufed to let them go; and made them ferve with fill 
greater rigour. But God had determined to effect their re- 
demption ; and therefore he began his judgments upon that 
hard-hearted oppreflor and his guilty land, and continued them 
until ten fucceffive plagues were inflitted. Thefe brought 
Pharaoh and his fervants to a reluctant confent, that the peo- 
ple of Ifrael might depart. But as foon as they .were gone, he 
muftered hisarmy, and purfued them with defires of vengeance, 
Neverthelefs God ftill wrought for their falvation. He opened 
a way through the midift of the fea, that Ifrael might efcape the 
power of the enemy, Pharaoh, feeing what was done, purfued 
them into the midft of the fea, with his hoft, where God fhook 
them off, and involyed them all in a tremendous and exempla- 
ry deftruétion. He overthrew Pharaoh and his hoft in the Red 
fea. He triumphed glorioufly, and in the greatnefs of his ex- 
cellency he deftroyed them that rofe up againft him. Here 
judgment and righteoufnefs were*the means of the redemption 
of Zion. God faved his church by deftroying their enemies ; 
and thus got to himfelf a name which has been declared 
through all the earth. 

The redemption of Ifrael from Egyptian bondage, and the 
divine judgments by which it was effected, are very noticeable 
in the annals of the church. . They are events frequently refer- 
red to by the infpired writers, and in various ways made to 
fubferve the interefts of true religion. The Pfalmif{ mentions 
them to excite a fpirit of gratitude and praife to God as the 
Redeemer and Saviour of his church; and the prophet Ifaiah 
refers to them to fupport the children of God in adverfity, and 
to encourage them to put their truftin him. “1am the Lord 
thy God, the holy one of Ifrael, thy Saviour ; I gave Egypt for 
thy ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou waft pre- 
cious in my fight, thou haf been honourable, and I have one 
thee 5 
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thee; therefore will 1 give men for thee, and people for thy 
life.”? This is aceording to the true proverb, “ The wicked 
fhall be a ranfom for the righteous; and the tranfgreffor for 
the upright in heart.” Zion has been redeemed with judg. 
ment, and her converts with righteoufnefs ; and this fhall fill 
continue to be the cafe, 

In the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah, there was another 
event that took place, which aptly illuftrates the fentiment of 
the Prophet. With this Maiah was es Sige acquainted, and 
it is probable he might have it in view when he wrote the 
words under confideration. 

Sennacherib, the king of Affyria, having fubdued the furng 

rounding nations, attempted the invafion of Judah; and fent 
his fervants with a mighty hoft to lay fiege to Jerufalem. Up. 
on this Hezekiah and his people were in great diftrefs, for they 
had no might of their own to withftand{o powerful an adver. 
fary.. Their hearts failed; and Zion appeared to be in ims 
minent danger of being trodden down as the mire of the ftreets, 
It feemed simoft impofhble that her converts fhould efcape the 
power of the enemy. But the time had not yet arrived for 
the captivity of Judah and Jerufalem; and therefore God 
would not leave them to be deftroyed as yet ;, but determined 
to work out falvation for them; and he did deliver them from 
the power of the enemy, and of thofe that fought their hurt. 
But how? by the execution of righteous judgment upon the 
enemies of his church. God fent forth his angel, and in one 
night, fmote in the camp of the Affyrians 185,000 men. This 
fo weakened the power.of the king of Affyria, that he abandon.- 
ed his enterprize, and returned with fhame to his own land ; 
whither alfo judgment purfued him, for he fell by the fword in 
the houfe of his gods. . Surely judgment and righteoufnefs 
were the means of Zion’s redemption. 
. This great event appears to be celebrated in the Ixxvi, 
Pfalm, where we find the following ftriking expreffions relative 
to the fubjeé&t. “In Judah is God known—his dwelling place 
is in Zion. There break he the arrows of the bow, the fhield, 
and the fword, and the battle. The ftout-hearted are fpoiled, 
they have flept their fleep, and none of the men of might have 
found their hands. At thy rebuke, O God of Jacab, both the 
chariot and the horfe are caft into a dead fleep, Thou didt 
caufe judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared 
and was itill: when God arofe to judgment, to fave all the 
meek of the earth. He fhall cut off the ipirit of princes, he is 
terrible to the kings of the earth !” 

-The redemption of the Jews, who compofed the church of 
God, from the Babylonifh captivity, is another inftance which 
exemplifies how judgment apd righteoufneds are the means of 
the deliverance of Zion. © Upoa 
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" Upon the captivity of Judah and Jerufalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, Zion became a defolation ; her ways 
mourned, becaufe none came to her folemn feafts. The city 
that was full of people became folitary ; and that holy and 
beautiful houfe, where God was worfhipped, was polluted and 
deftroyed. For feventy years Zion was laid wafte, and be- 
came the fcorn and derifion of every foe. Her converts were 
fcattered among the heathen, where they endured innumerable 
evils. But when the term of captivity was expired, God 
wrought for her redemption, and actually faved her from the 
hands of her enemies, and reftored her to her former privileges 


@and enjoyments ; and the way in which he did this was by exe- 


cuting righteous judgment upon her enemies and oppreffors. 
At no period in time, perhaps, did God more manifeftly make 
bare his holy arm before the eyes of all people, in behalf of his 
church, than then. He overturned kingdoms and empires 
from their foundations to prepare the way for his people’s re- 
turn. The vaft monarchy of Babylon was overturned ; the 
feat of empire was taken ; her proud monarch and princes were 
flain, and folemn filence reigned through all her ftately palaces. 
The whole extenfive dominion of Nebuchadnezzar fell into ru- 
ins, and became fubjeé to the Medo-Perfian kings. Thefe 
new monarchs proclaimed liberty to the captives of Zion, and 
they returned to their own land, under royal ‘patronage, and 
Jerufalem and the temple were rebuilt. And thus it was by 
means of judgment, and the awful difplays of retributive right- 
eoufnefs, that Zion and her converts were redeemed. God 
turned again ber captivity, by deftroying thofe that carried her 
captive. 

Thefe are fome among the many inftances, recorded in the 
Old Teftament, which illuftrate the words of the prophet we 
are confidering ; and if we turn to the New Teftament we fhall 
find the fame line of conduct purfued in the providence of God. 
Judgment and righteoufnefs are ftill the means of Zion’s re- 
demption. 

After the Meffiah came, the church of God, which had pre- 
vioufly been named by the name of Ifrael, was called by a new 
name, which, agreeably to prediction, the mouth of the Lord 
named. It was called Chriftian. Gentile believers were graft- 
ed upon the old ftock, and became the children of Abraham, 
by faith in Jefus Chrift. And when the bleffing of Abraham 
thus came upon the Gentiles through faith, the unbelieving 
Jews were rejected. Having difowned the Meffiah they were 
difinherited. The children of the kingdom were caft out; 
they were disfranchifed, and the kingdom was taken from 
them, and given to another people. ‘This excited the enmity 


of thofe betrayers and murderers of the Son of God, and they 


raifed 
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raifed perfecution againft the Chriftian church, which they pur- 
fued with implacable vengeance, doubtlefs aiming at its total 
extirpation. ‘’he unbelieving Jews were the great inftigators 
of perfecution againft the church of Chrift in every region to 
which their power extended. By their means, the difciples of 
Chrift were opprefled, haraffed, and flain. Chriltians every 
where groaned under the evils which their inveterate enemies, 
the Jews, brought upon them, and they ftood in great need of 
deliverance from their malice and power. Then God wrought 
for the redemption of his church. He turned his dreadful 
hand againit his former people, but now his enemies, and 
brought upon them a molt awful deftruction. Having filled 
up the meafure of their iniquities, wrath came upon them to 
the uttermoft. Their place and nation were taken away ; 
their city and temple demolifhed, a great part of them were 
flain, and the remnant were {fo difperfed and weakened, that 
they had no more power to hurt or annoy the church of God. 
Then had the churches reft on every hand, and walking in the 
fear. of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoit, were 
multiplied ; and thus it was by means of righteous judgment 
that God redeemed the converts of Zion from the power of 
their Jewifh adverfaries. 

And it is by the fame means the true church of Chrift fhall 
be redeemed from the power and oppreflions of antichrift or 
the man of fin. 

The love of pre-eminence, pride, ambition, and a thirft for 
power, foon produced the grand apoftacy in the Chriftian 
church, and the man of fin, the fon of perdition, was revealed. 
Soon one arofe who exalted himfelf above all that is called 
God, or that is worfhipped ; fo that he, as God, fat in the tem- 
ple of God, fhowing himielf that he is God. This is the beaft 
that afcended out of the bottomlefs pit, or the Roman Pontiff, 
who arrogates divine prerogatives and honours. He early ap- 
peared as the enemy of the true church of God; and all the 
horrors of former perfecutions were revived. He bore down 
and wearied out the faints of the Moft High, fo that the church 
is reprefented as flying into the wilderneis, and exifting in a 
ftate of great oppreflioh and obfcurity. This has been the cafe 
for many ages paft, and is ftill in a great meafure true; 
though God has begun to work, and is now working for the 
redemption of Zion. He is bringing his church out of the 
wildernefs ; and we may expeét, ere long, he will confume 
that wicked power with the {pirit of his mouth, and deftroy it 
with the brightnefs of his coming. It is by means of righteous 
judgment God will redeem his church from the evils fhe en- 
dures from the hands of her antichriftian adverfaries. The 
feven vials of the wrath of God, which contain the feven lait 
plagues, 
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plagues, have been filled up, for the deftruction of the man of 
jin. Some of thefe vials of wrath have already been poured 
out upon the bealt, ard upon his kingdom ; and doubtlefs they 
are fill running. In our day, we hear of the awful judgments 
which God is executing upon the papal powers of the world. 
In the courfe of a few years paft, antichrift has come down 
wonderfully. His throne has been thaken to its centre; and 
his end is ungeftionably approaching. But how long it will 
be to the end of thefe wonders, is not given us certainly to 
know. Great things are yet to take place, the vials of wrath 
are not yet exhaulted ; the great day of the battle of God Al- 
mighty is yetto come. The fixth vial is moft probably now 
running, and when the feventh fhall be poured out, great Bab- 
ylon, the mother of harlots, fhall fall to rife no more. In 
righteous judgment God will bring her down to defolation, 
and thus redeem his church from her malice and power. 

There is one more event to be confidered, which may fur- 
ther illuftrate the text upon which we are meditating, and 
which fhall take place when the myftery of God fhall be fin- 
ifhed. 

The fure word of prophecy, as a light, fhineth into the dark- 
nefs of futurity, and gives us fome faint difcovery of what is to 
take place before, and at the end of the world. We look fora 
thoufand years of peace and profperity to the church of God, 
when all nations fhall flow to Zion, and fhe be made the joy 
and praife of the whole earth. During thefe thoufand years 
Satan fhall be bound in the bottomlefs pit, and there fhall be 
nothing to hurt or difturb in all God’s holy mountain. But 
at the expiration of that period, Satan fhall be loofed from his 
prifon, and go out to deceive the nations, which are in the 
four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather their in- 
numerable holts together, to fight againit Zion and deftroy her 
utterly. And they fhall go up on the breadth of the earth, 
and compafs the camp of the faints about, and th. beloved ci- 
ty, and probably be on the point of accomplifhing their deftruc- 
tive purpofes ; and then fhall fire come down from God out of 
heaven and devour them. They fhall be feized, and be brought 
before the judgment feat of Chrift, there to receive their final 
fentence ; and from thence be caft into the Jake which burns 
with fire and brimftone, which is the fecond death. Then 
fhall Zion be redeemed from every evil ; and all her converts 
be received to that glorious world where forrow and danger 
fhall be forever unknown. 

This is the clofing fcene, when the redemption of the church 
of God fhall be perfected. Judgment fhall finifh her deliver- 
ance from all her enemies. She thall be faved by their deftruc- 


tion. * 
The 


ve 
J 





On Isaiah i..27. 81 


The feveral inftances now mentioned, it is conceived, illuf- 
trate the words under confideration, and fhow how judgment 
and righteoufnefs are the means of Zion’s redemption. From 
the beginning of the world to the end of it, thefe are the 
means of faving the church from her dangers and troubles. 

If a juft explanation and illuftration of the words of the 
prophet have been given, the following reflections may be made 
upon them. 

1. That God governs the world for the fake of his church. 

All the leading difpenfations of Divine Providence are mani- 
feftly directed with a view to the redemption, peace and prof- 
perity of Zion. Jefus Chrift is exalted and made head over 
all things to the church ; and he direéts all things with refer- 
ence to her good. The great judgments which have been exe- 
cuted in the earth, by which Zion has been redeemed, include 
imnumerable other events which are connected with them, and 
which have the fame defign and tendency ; and thefe are con- 
nected with innumerable others which are more minute and 
obfcure. Hence, it may not be unfafe to fay, that all events 
that ever have, or ever fhall take place, from the beginning to 
the end of the world, both great and {mall, have the good of 
Zion for their object, and are all directed, in divine wifdom, to 
promote her falvation. An infpired apoftle has faid, “ We 
know that all things work together for good, to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpofe! 
This declaration carries in it an aflurance, that the government of 
God extends over all things ; and that he direéts every event 
to promote the good of Zion, with all her converts. 

This, it is conceived, opens a clear and confiftent view of the 
difpenfations of Divine Providence, from the beginning to the end 
of time. They are all directed towards one fingle point, the re- 
demption of the church ;andinthisthey fhall unqueftionably iffue. 
If then we would underftand the providences of God, we mutt 
view them with reference to the church. Confidering them in 
this light, many otherwife infcrutable myfteries will be cleared 
up, and appear plain and confiftent. If God fends wars, fam- 
ine, or peftilence abroad in the earth ; if he fheds abroad his 
love and builds up cities and nations, or if he turn his dreadful 
hand, and bring thoufands and millions to defolation, {till he is 
acting for the good of his church. Her redemption is the 
great objeét in view; and it fhall be.promoted by all things 
that take place in the world, either in mercy or in judgment. 

2. How precious and valuable is the church in the fightof God! 

The divine government being directed in all its parts for the 
good of Zion, is an evidence that her fafety and interefts are 
exceedingly valuable and important. But what efpecially 
evinces her precioufnefs in the fight of God, are the judgments 
he infliéts for her redemption. God fets fuch a value on his 
No. 2, Vol. II. K church, 
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church, that he does not hefitate to facrifice thoufands and mif- 
lions of his creatures, when neceiffary, for her fake. Innumera- 
ble multitudes of mankind have been devoted to deftruction on 
her behalf. Thus faith the Lord to his church, “Iam the 
Lord thy God, the holy One of Iirael, thy Saviour; I gave 
Egypt for thy ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since 
thou watt precious in my fight, thou haft been honourable, and I 
have loved thee ; therefore will I give men for thee, and people 
for thy life.” The converts of Zion are God’s peculiar trea- 
fure above all people. He fets a higher value upon them than 
upon the whole world befides ; and he would doubtlefs devote 
all others to deftruction, were it neceflary, rather than they 
fhould perifh. 

But wherefore does God thus highly value his church, which 
includes but a very inconfiderable part of men, and thofe gen- 
erally of the meaner fort in the view of the world? The true 
anf{wer is, becaufe his own glory, which is of more value than 
ten thoufand worlds, is depofited in her; Ifrael is his glory. 
God has created the church for his glory ; and fhould fhe per- 
ifh from the earth, it would bring difhonour upon his holy 
name, and be a reproach upon his faithfulnefs and truth. 
Therefore rather than fuch a difaftrous event fhould take place, 
no deftruétion can be too extenfive, nor any judgment too fe- 
vere, for God to bring upon the guilty. 

If God then fets fuch an ineftimable value upon his church, 
how exceedingly different does he view her from the greater 
part of men! By many Zion is defpifed, and confidered as a 
nuifance in the earth; and by innumerable multitudes her in- 
terefts are totally difregarded. Moft men appear to feel no in- 
tereft in her welfare. They had rather fee her fink in the 
world, and be wholly fwallowed up by her adverfaries, than 
make the {malleft facrifice in her favour. Surely their views 
and feelings muft be very unlike to God’s. They cannot be 
like Chrift, who has done and fuffered fo much for his church ; 
nor can they be friendly to the divine glory, whichis promoted 
by her profperity. They muft be accounted as adverfaries, 
whofe deftruction fhall advance the redemption of Zion. 

3. The righteous judgments, which God executes in the 
earth, are expreffions of mercy, as well as of wrath. 

Wrath and mercy in God are not fuch diftinét things as ma- 
ny feem to imagine. They are not contradictory paffions or 
feelings, an’ oppofed to each other; but they are one and the 
fame indivifible exercife of the divine mind, and are exprefied 
in one and the fame difpenfation of providence. The fame 
event, in one view, is a judgment, or expreffion of wrath, and 
m another view it is a mercy. Towards the wicked calamitous 
events are tokens of wrath; but they are all mercies to Zion. 


This is exceedingly evident from what has been faid. It was 
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in mercy to Noah that God deftroyed the old world. It was 

in mercy to Hrael, that he overthrew Pharaoh and his hoft in 

the Red Sea. God did this, “ for his mercy endureth forever.” 

It was in mercy to Hezekiah, that the angel deftroyed Senna. 
cherib’s army. It wasin mercy to the captive Jews, that God 
break the Babylonian power. It was in mercy to the Chriftian 

church, that he deftroyed the Jewifh nation. It is in mercy, 
that God is pouring out the vials of his wrath upon the man of 
fin. And it will be a difplay of mercy, when he fhall caft Sa- 
tan, with all his adherents, into the lake of fire and brimftone, 
and there torment them, day and night, forever andever. All 
thefe dreadful judgments, which God ha’ executed, and will ex- 
ecute upon finners, in which his awful wrath is difplayed, are, 
at the fame time, expreffions of infinite mercy, kindnefs, or 
love ; not indeed towards the unhappy fufferers ; but towards 
Zion, the church and people of God. ,Towards them who 
fall, they are feverity ; but towards the church, goodnefs. Re- 
demption is unqueftionably a mercy towards all the friends of 
God ; but it is by means of judgment and righteoufnefs Zion 
and her converts are redeemed. 

_ Thus wrath and mercy in God are not oppofite things ; but 
the dame, a love to holinefs, which is hatred to wickednefs. 
And in the difplays he makes of his character, wrath and mer- 
cy are the fame ; and they aflume thefe oppofite names, only 
as they are confidered in oppofite views, or as they relate to 
the righteous and the wicked. The fame thing to one isa 
judgment, and to the other a mercy. 

And in this light, it is conceived, we are to view all the 
judgments. which God executes in the earth. They all have 
fome reference to the church; and it isin mercy to her, that 
he deftroys her enemies. This is the cafe in this world; and 
why fhall not this be the cafe in the world to come? The tre- 
mendous deltruction which is coming upon the impenitent ene- 
mies of God, fhall ferve to difplay fis mercy towards his re- 
deemed church. The faved converts of Zion will feel their ru- 
in to. be an expreffion of kindnefs towards them; and in this 
view, they will fing Alleluia, while the {moke of their torment 
fhall afcend up forever and ever. 

If this thembe fo, is it not a defirable thing that all the finally 
wicked fhould be forever deftroyed? And is it not proper that 
good men fhould pray for fuch an event? Their ruin appears 
as defirable, as that Zion fhould be faved with an everlafting 
falvation; for the one is a requifite mean to accomplifh the 
other. Accordingly good men have prayed for the utter de- 
frudion of the wicked ; “Of thy mercy, O Lord,” fays the 

falmift, *‘ cut off mine enemies, and deftroy all them that af- 

i& my foul. Give them according to their deeds ; render un 


to them their deferts.” Thus prayed David ; and the fame is 
ghd ) implied 
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implied in the prayers of every good man, for the falvation of 
the church. So let all thine enemies perifh, O Lord.” 

4. If God redeems Zion with judgment, then, when we fee 
him doing terrible things in righteoufnefs, and executing wrath 
upon his enemies, may we not expect that he will foon do great 
things in behalf of his church ? 

Judgments upon the wicked are tokens of good to Zion. 
The great deliverances which God has granted his people, 
have ufually been preceded by great and remarkable judgments 
upon his enemies. This was emphatically the cafe when he 
redeemed Ifrael from Egyptian bondage, and when he turned 
again their captivity at Babylon, as well as in the other inftan- 
ces mentioned. And indeed, our Saviour has given the de- 
ftruction of unbelievers as a fign, by which we may know that 
the deliverance of Zion is near at hand. Having defcribed the 
terrible judgments which God was about to bring upon Jerufa- 
lem for her fins, he faid to his difciples, “ And, when thefe 
things begin to come to pafs, then look up, and ‘lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” So we, when we 
fee the judgments of God abroad in the earth, may look up, 
and expect, that he will foon do great things in behalf of his 
church, By the deftruction of her adverfaries Zion is to be re- 
deemed ; of courfe, when we fee that deftruction taking place, 
we may expect the redemption draweth nigh. 

This idea fheds a pleafing light on times of darknefs and dif- 
trefs; and is calculated to fupport the friends of God under 
the prefent depreffions of the Chriftian church, and tlhe commo- 
tions and defolations that are taking place in the world. This 
is a day, when great events are brought to pafé in the courfe of 
Divine Providence. Oppofition to. the caufe of the Redeemer 
rifes high, and unufual calamities befal the nations. ~But when 
thefe vials of wrath fhall be exhaufted,~ Zion fhall arife and 
fhake herfelf from the duft, and become the joy and praife of 
the whole earth. | : 

5. The text which we have confidered affords us gteat cer: 
tainty, that the church of God fhall live through every age’; 
that all her friends fhall be fafe and happy forever; and that 
all.her enemies fhall be.eventually deftroyed.. **~ ~ 

The great things which God has already done for his church 
fre contidered as earnefts of what he yet intends todo. Had 
he meant ever to abandon her to ruin, furely*he never would 
have done fo much for her redemption. “The church has fur- 
vived all the efforts her enemies have made for her deftruction. 
She {till lives ; yéa, and fhall live through albages yet to come. 
God is known in her palaces for a refuge.~“He will never leave 
her nor forfake her. Her walls are ftrength and falvation. 
Zion dwells on the heart of everlafting love. She is founded 
on a rock, and all the gates of hell fhall never prevail againft 
| ' her. 
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her. The heathen may rage, and the people imagine many 
vain things: the kings of the earth may fet themfelves, and the 
rulers take.counfel together, and confpirators may plot againft 
the Lord, and againft his Chrift; but all ia vain. God has fet 
his King upon his holy hill of Zion. He will uphold his 
throne; and the infinite Redeemer fhall rule his enemies with 
a rod of iron, and dafh them in pieces like a potter’s veflel. Zi- 
on has been redeemed with judgment upon her enemies ; and 
by fuch jadgment her redemption fhall be completed. Safe 
and happy, then, are all the friends of Zion. The caufe in 
which they are engaged is the caufe of God; and it fhall pre- 
vail.: Their place of defence is the munition of rocks; and in 
all that good which God has fpoken concerning Zion, they fhall 
have their part... He will guide them by his counfel, and after- 
wards receive them to glory. But in how awfully perilous a 
fituation are all the adverfaries of the church of Chrift! Theirs 
is the caufe of wickednefs. They are contending with omnip- 
otence, and muft eventually be overthrown and deltroyed. They 
are marked for ruin, and all the righteous fhall rejoice when 
they fee the vengeance. 

! (To be continued.) 
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LETTER II, 
| MY DEAR SISTER, 

‘J VERY charatter, whether good or bad, has fome pleafure 

fuited to its gratification. » The mifer’s pleafure confifts 
in contemplating his gold. Honour is the chief happinefs of 
fome. Power is coveted by others, as the greateft good. The 
exercifes of religion afford the greateft delight to the true Chrif- 
tian. What affords pleafure to one, would excite pain and 
difguft in another. ‘The mifer detefts the conduct of the fpend- 
thrift.. The votaries of pleafure confider real religion as infipid 
and burdenfome : while the true Chriftian ftudioufly avoids 
whatever tends to draw his thoughts and affections from his 
Saviour. Every one is willing to have it thought that his 
pleafure is lawful, and that he purfues it, not merely becaufe it 
is his pleafure, but becaufe itis right. As it is fafhionable 
to confider the Bible the ftandard of right and wrong, many 
frequently apply to it for authority to fupport their unlawful 
purfuits. Ifthe unlawfulnefs of placing fupreme affection upon 
gold be fuggefted to the mifer, he will repeat Chrift’s — 
Of i 6“ er 
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« Let nothing be loft.’ The fluggard will fay, “-Take-ng 


thought for the morrow.” And in advocating pleafure you 
have ufed the words of Solomon ; “‘ Atime todance.” If you 
had properly attended to the defign of the royal preacher 
in this chapter, you would not have found any authority to fae 
vour the vain amufements of the young. Should the affaflin 
take a part of this chapter to juftify himfelf, “a time to kill,” 
would you think it juftly quoted ? If Solomon advocates danc- 
ing here, does he not in the fame manner feem to {peak in fa- 
vour of murder ? The truth feems to be this. The fimple ex- 
iftence of various changes and events is here aflerted without 
any reference to the moral qualities of aétiions, whether virtu- 
ousor vicious. “ To every thing there is a feafon, and a time 
to every purpofe under the fum” Or if you ftill thmk that 
dancing is here fpoken of as innocent, let it be remembered, 
that it was frequently praétifed by the priefts, and good men 
among the Jews, not as an amufement, but as an expreflion of 
religious affection and zeal. Thus David danced before the 
Lord, and in the laft pfalm he calls upon others to “ praife God 
with timbrel and dance.” You fay the Bible exprefsly requires 
mirth and joy. “ It is good and comely for one to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour.” Rejoice, O 
young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee.” ‘“ Re- 
joice evermore, and again I fay, rejoice.” But what, Eufebia, 
does the Bible command us to rejoicein ? Let us apply to the 
facred volume for inftruction. ‘“ Rejoiceinthe Lord.” “ Re. 
joicing in hope of the glory of God.” “ Rejoice becaufe your 
names are writtenin heaven.” ‘* Whom having not feen, ye 
love, and though now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory.”” This religious joy is 
experienced in greater or lefs degrees by every true Chriftian, 
and ‘is the immediate and neceflary confequence of real religion. 
The Bible commands none but Chriftians to rejoice, and it al- 
ways requires them to rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God 
of their falvation.” It never allows of that joy, which hall 
be “ turned into forrow in the latter end.” To all but true 
Chriftians, the language of Scripture is, “ wounto you that 
laugh now, for ye {hall mourn and weep.” 

You fay, “ It is necéflary for Chriftians to partake of the 
amufements of the world, left people, and efpecially the young, 
become ftrongly prejudiced againft religion.” This is a very 
common obfervation with the advocates of amufements, and 
therefore, I am the lefs furprifed at your ufing it. But who, 
my dear fifter, gave you authority to reconcile finners to reli- 
gion, or rather religion to finners ? By mixing with them in 
pleafure, you can make them friendly to yourfelf, but you cane 
fiot make them love religion, before their natures are renewed, 
That religion, which gains the love and efteem of the Biddy 
an 
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and thoughtlefs, remaining fo, is moft furcly a falfe religion. 
True religion requires felf-denial, and a holy life ; nor can you 
make it require lefs. But while it requires fo much, the world 
will always hate and oppofe it. If you really feel concerned 
for the advancement of religion, let it be your aim to live 
agreeably to its dictates, and fhow out of a good converfation 

our works of meeknefs.; Never expect to reconcile men to light, 
while they love darknefs. By participating in the amufements 
of your companions, you will make them your jovial friends, but 
fuch conduct never gains one friendly feeling towards religion. 

Again, you affert that “‘ amufements are neceflary as a relax- 
ation.” A relaxation from what? From duty ? There is noth- 
ing required of us, but duty. Work is a duty ; to vifit the 
fatherlefs and widows is. a duty.;. ftrié attention to all the in- 
ftitutions of religion, reading, meditation, and devotion, are 
duties. We have juft time enough to perform our feveral du- 
ties. Our duty to God, and thofe, which more immediately 
relate to our fellow-men, and to ourfelves, require all our time, 
and all or talents. If one occupation injure our health, it is 
our duty to purfue fome other. The variety of our duties ren- 
ders unneceflary the relaxation, for which you plead. Agreea- 
bly to your fentiments, relaxation confifts in variety, and not 
in idlenefs. 

But the argument in favour of amufements, in which you 
feem to place moft confidence, is, that “ many great and good 
men have advocated them. Men of eminent learning and pie- 
ty have thought fuch amufements proper, and even neceflary 
for the young. Is it not, therefore, arrogance for us to declare 
decidedly again{t them ?” 

It is not arrogance for any one to judge according to evi- 
dence, but it is always wrong to place any reliance on the bare 
opinion of others in matters of religion, however wife or good 
we may think them. Some “ great and good men” believe, 
as you do, that the heart is by nature defperately wicked ; that 
almighty power alone can change it; that God knows all 
things ; that he governs all his creatures and all their actions ; 
that Chrift is both God and man ; and that the finally impeni- 
tent will perifh forever. Other “ great and” profefledly 
* good men”’ deny thefe important truths. Some advocate 
truth, others advocateerror. Some favour amufements, others 
eppofe them. Some practife amufements, others abftain from 
them. Some go to heaven, others to hell. But as we fhall be 
faved or loft for ourfelves, fo we muft believe and praétife for 
ourfelves. We may attend to the evidence collected by “ great 
men,” but belief is perfonal. We muft believe the truth be- 
caufe it appears true.to us, and not becaufe it appears fo to 

ers. The only opinion worthy of our unthaken confidence 
is that of holy men of old, who fpake as they were moved by 
. the 
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the infallible Spirit of light and truth. To this fure word of 

prophecy let us always apply for inftruction. We will attend 

to the Scripture arguments againft amufements in our next. 
That you may become wife to falvation is the ardent prayer 








of yours, affectionately, ADELPHUS. 
(To be continued.) 
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To the Missionarr Soctetr, not before publifbed, viz. 
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By the Rev. Mr. Long, from two perfons - - «+ .-+- 2 
By do. froma gentleman of his Society - - «+ + - - 2 
By the Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from the firft parifh in 
Rowley, --+--+-+-+-+-+e44-+-+-+--+2-+-e- 22 35 
From a gentleman unknown ----+----------- 20 
By John Punchard, from a lady in Salem - - - - - - - 25 
By Levi Nelfon, from feveral townfhips - - - - - - - - 20 48 
By the Rev. Mr. May, from a perfon unknown ---- 5 
From a friend .--+-+--+--+-+-+-+--+--+2-- 3 


By the Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from a lady in Salem - -. 4 
By the Rev. Ezra Weld, from a perfon unknown -- 5 
By the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, from Capt. Ford - - - - - 50 
By the Rev. John H. Stevens, from a lady in Stoneham 2 

By the Rev. Jacob Norton, from feveral perfons in the 





North Parifh, Weymouth 7 ee ee ee ew ee 2 37 
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POETRY. 


LET others, wrapt in felf-conceit, 
Boaft.in their wifdom and their wit ; 
Let them extol their gold and drofs, 
Pll glory in my Saviour’s crofs. 


While the felf-righteous, blind and rude, 
Cry up their native rectitude, 

I’ll feek revenge on all my pride, 

And boaft in Jefus crucify’d. 


While they, with curfes on their heads, 
Talk of their juftice and their deeds, 

I choofe to fit at Jefus’ feet, 

And felf-abafement is my feat. 


Hither I’m bro’t by fovereign grace, 
I blefs the means, and love the place ; 
I bid all earthly joys be gone, 

And glory in my Lord alone. 


Here could I tarry night and day, 
Here could my foul forever ftay ; 
O may I never, never roye, | 
Nor glory, fave in Jefus’ love. 


